V.I.P.  Voices in Praise

Mel Canady  ( voc )

Kerry L. Dooley ( voc )  and

Jane Knieper ( p / voc )

have joined forces to create a unique musical experience.

The actor, singer and composer Mel Canady, who has lived in Europe for several years, was born in the land of Blues and Gospel. After completing his studies he made aquaintance with the musicians and artists who moved on to world fame. Among these are Fred Wesley,  Donna Summer, Thad Jones and many others. In the 70´ s and 80´ s  he became well known for his work as musician and actor with projects like “ Family tree” , “ Ruby and the Mudflaps”, Iberl- Bühne Munich, and diverse Musicals, such as “Hair”,  “ Mahalia Jackson” , the TV series Munich 7. Recently he delivered a brilliant performance as Ray Charles in the Musical  “One night of Ray Charles”

Kerry L. Dooley grew up in Elkhart / Indiana. The stars of his youth such as Marvin Gaye, the Four Tops and the Temptations affected his style deeply.

In 1981 he went to Southern California and founded in1984 – together with the bass player and double Grammy Award winner Larry Fulcher the “Midnight Soul Patrol”. With an eclectic mix of styles ranging from Soul, Funk and Reggae to Blues, 

Rock ´n´Roll and Rap they filled their audience with enthusiasm from San Diego to Las Vegas. Some members of the band also worked with such greats as Rick James, Taj Mahal, Tower of Power, Player, B.B. King and Thelma Houston.

In April 1995 he moved to Munich to start his solo career. Starting, as a founding member with the Band  “ Soulkitchen ” he met the Weather Girls, in who´s band he performed for 9 years as background singer and arranger as well as part-time lead singer. At the same time he is also in demand as songwriter, composer, producer and arranger for many different projects. Also his sonorous speaking voice brought him numerous voiceovers for BMG. 2004 he founded the  “ Kerry L. Dooley Band ” and surrounded himself with the finest musicians from around the Munich area.

Jane Knieper was born in Germany, educated  in classical piano. As a teenager she listened to Aretha Franklin, Billie Holiday, Jazz and Soulmusic. In the age of 18 she played guitar in the first female band in Munich. She collected experience with a Jazzquintett, with a Gospeltrio  ( Felicia King), with a steelband from Trinidad, with a Soulband and also with Chanson – singers.She went on tour with the Musical “Hair”, experienced with theater work and also with studio work. After her marriage she retreated from stage work , raised her 2 kids and started her homestudio, working for TV- channels ( ZDF, Sat1) as composer for TV - Series and for short films. She started teaching at a music school and returned back to stage, working with her Quartett  “Trio Grande”,  with the Duo “Mel Canady and Jane Knieper”,  “ V.I.P.” and as pianist for various singers.

V.I.P.

Originally the idea was to be a Gospel  - Trio; but having worked together Mel Canady, Kerry L. Dooley and Jane Knieper decided to branch out and include other genres such as Soul, Pop, Blues etc.

Whether parties whether concerts whether weddings etc  V.I.P. offers a wide range of songs from evergreens to modern music.

The trio also can be expended to include other instrumentation such as drums, bass , saxes, etc….

Contact: 
Mel Canady:   musicmelcan@aol.com




Phone

+ 49 / ( 0 ) 172/ 4697857



Kerry L.Dooley: bk.dooley@t-online.de




Phone/Fax:
+ 49 / ( 0 ) 89 / 813 12 97





Mobil: 

+ 49 / ( 0 )173 / 5637130



Jane Knieper:  jane.knieper@t-online.de




Phone:

+ 49 / ( 0 ) 8761 / 759939





Fax:   

+ 49 / ( 0 ) 8761 / 753496





Mobil:  

+ 49 / ( 0 ) 175 / 6221276

